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Report

EHAIA and CCAWT (The Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians) Consultation, July 2-7, 2006
The Event 
From July 2-7, 2006 EHAIA and CCAWT (henceforth the Circle) held a consultation in Johannesburg, South Africa, on continuing with their HIV&AIDS work in their academic and faith communities. The consultation was attended by twenty-one participants from six countries, representing 12 academic institutions.   
Historical Background
The Circle is an academic association of six hundred African women theologians and scholars of religion, who also work within their faith communities and institutions.  It was founded in 1989 by Mercy A. Oduyoye to encourage African women scholars and faith leaders to research, write and publish on culture and religion in so far as these issues affect women’s well being.

Incidentally both EHAIA and the Circle began their focus on HIV&AIDS at the same time—2002.  EHAIA was launched early 2002, soon after the Ecumenical Plan of Action was drawn by the 2001 all Africa conference held in November, Nairobi, Kenya.  In September 2002, the Circle called its Pan African meeting on “Sex, Stigma and HIV&AIDS: African Women Challenging Religion Culture and Social Practices.”  The meeting drew a strategic plan for 2002-2006, focusing on engaging HIV&AIDS through transforming the academic curriculum to mainstream HIV&AIDS; Research and writing and working within faith communities in search for constructive ways of responding and engaging the HIV&AIDS struggle.  The strategic plan of the Circle drew from the EHAIA Plan of Action, explicitly stating that it seeks to ‘support and participate actively in the WCC Plan of Action.’  Since then EHAIA and The Circle have collaborated at various levels, especially in training theologians and church leader and in the production of resource materials for assisting academic and faith institutions to integrate HIV&AIDS in their programs.   
Objectives of the Consultation
The consultation thus sought to:

· Highlight what has been achieved, since the Circle 2002-2006 strategic plan on engaging HIV&AIDS is coming to its end this year. 
· Explore the way forward, since the Circle has decided to keep HIV&AIDS as their focus for the next phase of research, writing, publication and engagement with faith communities.
· Prepare for the Pan African Circle meeting to be held in Cameroon September  1-6th  on the theme of  “The Girl Child, African Women, Religion and HIV&AIDS,” which will launch the second phase of focusing on HIV&AIDS and drawing a new strategic plan.

· Present pre-Pan African conference papers in order to prepare a pre-conference publication.  
· Explore immediate and future long term collaboration of EHAIA with the Circle

Activities of the Consultation
The Activities of the consultation may be divided into four: worship, evaluation of what has been achieved in the past four years of the Circle’s strategic plan; presentation and discussion of pre-conference papers; and the way forward.  These activities are now described individually below.
I. Worship

Each day began with worship and ended with the same.   Worship was led by different people.  Some of the memorable themes of worship were when Notando Hadebe’s opening worship focused on a theme picked at a Holocaust Museum, entitled, “Never Again.”  Hadebe reminded the consultation that they are surrounded by a cloud of millions of children, women and men who died of HIV&AIDS and that  we owe it to them to say, “never again”—never again shall we allow the epidemic to continue to claim lives of people when it is an avoidable and postponeable death.  Eunice Kamara led worship on 1 Cor. 12 on the theme of being one body of Christ with many parts: when one member suffers, we all suffer and we do not have any part of the body that is dispensable. In the closing worship, Musa W. Dube led worship focusing on Luke 18: 1-8, about the persistent widow. She underlined that women in patriarchal cultures are not protected by “patriarchal justice”.  But like the persistent widow they should continue to knock on the doors of power insisting on justice to be granted. They should continue insisting on gender justice and the mainstreaming HIV&AIDS in the programs of academic and faith communities. Unfortunately, AfricaPraying was not available and the conference centre did not have very good photocopying facilities.
II. Evaluation of the Circle HIV&AIDS Research 
One of the major activities of the consultation was to evaluate the HIV&AIDS research, writing and publications of the Circle and their impact on the academy and faith communities as well as to highlight the gaps that need focus in the coming phase. Prof. Musa W. Dube had been assigned the role of evaluating the Circle publications on HIV&AIDS.  The evaluation included publications of the Circle in collaboration with EHAIA. The books that were evaluated were as follows:

1. Phiri A. I & B. Haddad & M. Masenya. Eds.  African Women, HIV&AIDS and Faith Communities.  Pietmaritzburg: Cluster, 2003.

2. M. W. Dube &M. R. A .Kanyoro. Eds. Grant Me Justice: HIV/AIDS & Gender Readings of the Bible.   Pietmaritzburg: Cluster, 2004.

3. Oduyoye, M. A & Elizabeth Amoah. Eds.   People of Faith & The Challenge of HIV/AIDS.   Ibadan: Sefer, 2004.

4. Amoah, E. D. Akintunde and D. Akoto. Eds. Cultural Practices and HIV/AIDS: African Women’s Voice. Accra: SWL, 2005.
5. Phiri, A. I & S. Nadar. Eds.   African Women, Religion and Health.  Essays in Honor of Mercy Amba Ewudziwa Oduyoye.  Maryknoll: Orbis, 2006.  

6. Hinga   T., A. Kubai and H. Nyanga. Eds.  HIV/AIDS, Women and Religion in Africa  (in press, forthcoming… 2006).

7. Yinda, H. & M. B.  Mbuy-Beya. Eds.  Femmes Africaines et. VIH et SIDA: Non, Plus d Larmes!  Yaunde; Sherpa.

Publications in EHAIA Resources & Other Ecumenical Initiated Projects
1. HIV&AIDS Curriculum for Theological Institutions in Africa

2. Musa W. Dube, ed.   HIV/AIDS and the Curriculum: Methods of Integrating HIV&AIDS in Theological Programmes.  Geneva: WCC, 2003

3. Musa W. Dube M. W, ed. AfricaPraying: A Handbook on HIV&AIDS Sensitive Sermons and Liturgy.  Geneva: WCC, 2003.

4. HIV&AIDS  Curriculum for TEE Institutions in Africa  (Forthcoming in WCC publications)
5. Five and half of the ten TEE HIV&AIDS Sensitive Modules  (forthcoming in WCC Publications) 

Strengths of Current HIV&AIDS Publications of the Circle
Dube’s evaluation pointed to the following strength, impact and leadership the academy, faith communities and ecumenical movements:

· Organizing several regional conferences/consultations/workshops on HIV&AIDS and gender in religion and culture have served as training and academic spaces for empowering African women theologians to mainstream HIV&AIDS in the academic and faith institutions 

· Production of five books by the Circle challenges and enables the academy in the continent and worldwide to mainstream HIV&AIDS in their programs by providing text books.
· Introduction of programs such as certificate, diploma and masters in HIV&AIDS Counseling and or gender studies attests to curriculum transformation and academic leadership from the Circle.

· Working with EHAIA to provide training skills continent wide and to produce written resources for mainstreaming HIV&AIDS and gender in the academy and faith institutions.

· Providing resource persons for the production of HIV&AIDS resource materials that have been adopted and used worldwide

Concerns in the Contents of Circle Publications on HIV&AIDS
Dube’s evaluation pointed to the following concerns:
· Methodological & theoretical frameworks of many Circle researchers and writers are not stated or non-existent. Geographical and ethnic-specificity in many writers of culture and religion are generalized.  
· Lack of research that highlights good practices/values/philosophies in African cultures that help communities to survive HIV&AIDS. Focus on negative cultural practices is common, an approach that results in generalized studies that stereotype the continent.

· Lack of interpreters and re-interpreters of African Indigenous Religions//cultures today—leads to lack of a theology based on African cultures.  Most African cultures are treated as evangelio prepatio.
· Lack of research funds hinders thorough fieldwork-based research among Circle members.  In some cases it hinders even-library based research since individuals do not have access to good libraries or even money to buy good books—including Circle books.

· Lack of in depth studies that focus on particular cultural practices or particular ethnic group (instead of outlining) in a book length.
· Language used in some volumes does not demonstrate sensitiveness to both gender and HIV&AIDS.

· Few writers share their stories of success and challenges of mainstreaming HIV&AIDS and gender in their academic and faith programs and communities.

· Most Circle writers do not engage available theological themes and theories. The approach hinders dialogue with the larger scholarship.  It also misses an opportunity to challenge and extend the categories of the wider scholarship.
The discussion that followed assisted members to understand that the Circle does not expect each writer to be a theologian or to deal with African culture or the Bible if this is not their area of training and speciality.  It was clarified that the Circle encourages members to continue within their particular areas of specialization and disciplines, but to push for integrating gender in their areas and methods of research and writing.  Since HIV&AIDS is a gendered pandemic the Circle has decided to focus on integrating HIV&AIDS in the programs of their academic and faith communities.

III. Presentation of Pre-Pan African Conference Papers
Sixteen papers were presented.  In accordance with the forthcoming conference themes and sub-themes, up to six/8 papers focused on children and the girl-child; 2 on youth; 2 on care,  2 on ethics and 4 on women and various aspects of HIV&AIDS.  These papers were categorized under the following areas of study:

Evaluation Circle HIV&AIDS Research of 2002-2006
“In the Circle of Life: African Women Theologians Engagement with HIV&AIDS” (Musa W. Dube)

Biblical studies  
 “Re-reading the Story of Tamar in the Context Sexual Violence Against “(Genevieve James)
African Indigenous Religions//Cultures, HIV&AIDS and Gender
*”Widowhood Practices in the Era of HIV&AIDS: The Case of Siaya in Kenya” (Constance Shisanya)
*”The making of Young Prostitutes in Southern Malawi: Nsondo Explicit Socialization of Young Girls” (Fulata Moyo)
Inculturation Theological Studies

* “Suffering in Silence: When Even the Home is not a Space for the Orphans” (Lilian Siwala)

*”Murambatsvina and its Impact on Zimbabwean Women and Children” (S. Chirongoma)

* “Intergeneration Sex in Biblical and Kenya Context” (Diana)

*”HIV&AIDS God’s Punishment for Sexual Perversion? The Nigerian Experience” (Dorcas Alubanke)

Ethics, HIV&AIDS and Gender 

*”Ethical Implications of ART Trial on Poor Black Women”—(Puleng Lenka Bula)
*”Realities of Disclosure: A Critical Reflection of Women Revealing the HIV/AIDS Status” (Beatrice Okere-Manu).
Faith Communities, Gender and HIV&AIDS
* “Some Challenges of Adherence of ART in Kenya and the Role of the Church in Africa”  Eunice Kamaara  

* “The Experience of Ordained Women in the Anglican Communion in Cape Town (Miranda Pillay)

*“The Implementation of the Anglican Communion HIV&AIDS Policy in Nigeria” (K. Labeodan)

* “Issues of Gender and Sexuality Among Student Faith-based Organizations” (Bolaji Bateye)
*”The Rape of the Girl-Child in Nakuru Kenya” (Calm Catherine)

Unforeseen Challenges:  One of the attendants (Fulata Moyo) lost her mother during the consultation. The consultation had to stop and assist her to fly home to Malawi for burial.
IV. Conclusions and the Way Forward

In closing the workshop, the business meeting of the consultation focused on four aspects: identifying emerging themes; strengthening the academic skills of members of the Circle; outlining some areas of collaboration with EHAIA on short and long term basis.  The consultation also identified three priority areas for immediate collaboration with EHAIA. The contents of the four areas were as follows:

1.  Emerging Themes
The following items were identified as emerging issues for the Circle

· Research Methods, theories and frameworks of studying religion, culture and theology
· Use of liberating/inclusive language

· Theology of ATR/African Cultures

· Adopting wider framework of engagements with issues of the world

· Dialogue with African males and the diaspora

2. Academic Skill Empowerment
The following were identified as important for developing the academic skills of Circle researchers, writers and members:

· Mentoring—structured mentoring to be developed (Puleng to submit a concept paper)
· Peer-review for all papers prior to publication, beginning with JHB papers
· Skills of writing to be further developed (Genevieve to circulate guidelines)
· Digging a small but deep hole—that is, focused in depth studies needed and encouraged
· Underlined that members should identify and develop their areas of specialty and training.

· Going beyond cultural focus to address socio-economic, political and globalization issues at national and international levels was encouraged

· Specific actors to be identified when making recommendations for transformation
· Premier scholars to be invited to address the Circle (eg. Ifi Amadiume)

· Reading and citing other Circle scholars was encouraged

· Training in methods and theories of research is highly needed
· Development of liberating language guide needed (Puleng and Genevieve to compile the guide)
3. Possible Areas of Collaboration with EHAIA
The following were identified as possible areas of collaboration with EHAIA in future:

· Publication of papers from the July 2-6, 2006 Johannesburg consultation before the 2007 Pan Africa conference (Ezra and Notando to serve as editors)
· Preparation (Genevieve & Puleng) and publication of a Liberating Language Guide for the Circle writers, other theological educators and church leaders.
· Complete and publish the Handbook on Gender Mainstreaming in Theological Education
· Hold a Pan African conference of male-female conversation on theology/religion/culture in the HIV&AIDS context.
· Pursue the issue of generating a complete bibliography of publications in Africa on HIV and AIDS in theology/religious studies.

· Holding of an African male/female theologians conference involving the different regions

· Hold training/writers workshop on Methods and theories of researching, and writing about HIV&AIDS

· Publish a book on Methods and Theories of Research and Writing on HIV&AIDS from a ATR, theology, religion and culture perspectives
· Hold consultations on sharing stories about mainstreaming HIV&AIDS in theological/religion programs 

· Hold a national TOT for public universities in Kenya
· Hold a conference on inclusive worship liturgies
4. Priority Areas for EHAIA-Circle Collaboration (2006-7)
The consultation identified the following three items for immediate collaboration with EHAIA:

I. Co-sponsoring the September 1-6, 2007 4th Pan African Conference of the Circle in Cameroon, where the second strategic plan will be drawn and the long term collaboration stated.
II. Publication of the Pre-conference papers from the Johannesburg Consultation of July 2-6, 2006.

It was decided that to ensure the quality, the process of publishing the volume, which may be named: Gender Perspectives of HIV&AIDS: The Girl-Child, Women and Faith Institutions will include peer review.  Reviewers were assigned to each paper according to areas of specialty. The publication schedule was outlined as follows:
1. July 14—Dube sends her paper to all participants to enable writers to pay attention to her observations
2. July 21—Papers reviewed by authors according to the comments given in the consultations are sent to peer reviewers

3. August 7—Reviewers return papers to writers

4. August 30—Final papers sent to Ezra Chitando and Notando Hadebe (the editors)

5. October 30—Notando & Ezra submit manuscript for copy-editing to 

Gary Leonard

6. November 30—Volume goes for typesetting 

7. January 15, 2007—Volume goes to the Publisher

8. May 30, 2007—Publication available and sent to all attendees? 

III. Pan African Male and Female Theologians/religion/culture conversation conference on: “Doing Theology/Studying Religion in the HIV&AIDS Context.”

It was also decided that room will be left for further conversation with Circle leaders on other possible areas of collaboration with EHAIA—these will then form part of the Circle’s second strategic plan.
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Appendix  

I. Program

SUNDAY – 2ND JULY

7:00 pm – Dinner, welcome and introductions

MONDAY – 3RD JULY, 2006

FACILITATOR: Charles

	TIME
	ACTIVITY

	7:30-8:15  am
	BREAKFAST



	8:30-9:30 am
	Worship

Welcome and Introductions



	9:30-10:30
	In the Circle of Life: African Women Theologians Engagement with HIV & AIDS – Part 1 by Musa W. Dube



	10:30
	TEA

	11:00 – 12:30
	“The making of young prostitutes in Southern Malawi:Nsondo explicit socialization of young girls” by Fulata Moyo

“Murambatsvina”, Operation Clean-up:Its impact on Zimbabwean women and children” by Sophia Chirongoma



	1:00 – 2:00 pm
	LUNCH

	2:00 – 3:30 pm
	In the Circle of Life: African Women Theologians Engagement with HIV & AIDS – Part 2 by Musa W. Dube



	3:30 pm
	TEA

	4:00 –5:30 pm
	“Some challenges of adherence to ART in Kenya and the role of the church in Africa” by Eunice Kamaara

Presentation by Catherine Mwihia

	7:00 pm
	DINNER


TUESDAY – 4TH JULY, 2006

Facilitator: Ezra

	TIME
	ACTIVITY

	7:30-8:15  am
	BREAKFAST

	8:30-9:30 am
	Worship



	9:30-10:30
	“HIV/AIDS- God’s punishment for sexual perversion: The Nigerian experience” by Dorcas Olubanke

“Challenges of HIV/AIDS to the body of Christ in Nigeria” by Kunbi Labeodan



	10:30
	TEA

	11:00 – 12:30
	Presentation by Bolaji Bateye

Presentation by Constance Ambassa-Shisanya



	1:00 – 2:00 pm
	LUNCH

	2:00 – 3:30 pm
	Presentation by Puleng Lenka Bula

Presentation by Genevieve James

	3:30 pm
	TEA

	4:00 –5:30 pm
	“Realities of disclosure: A critical reflection of women revealing their HIV/AIDS Status” by Beatrice Okyere-Manu

Presentation by Lilian Siwala



	7:00 pm
	DINNER


WEDNESDAY, 5TH JULY 2006

Facilitator: Musa

	7:30-8:15 am
	BREAKFAST

	8:30-9:00
	Worship

	9:00-10:30
	Presentation by Miranda Pillay

Presentation by Lutasha Ndesi

	10:30
	TEA

	11-12:00

12-12:30
	Discussions – way forward

Closing Service
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	NAME
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	EMAIL
	PHONE

	Ezra Chitando
	P Bag CH 7408 Chisipite, Hre Zimbabwe

C/O Dominican Convent, Harare
	chitsa21@yahoo.com 
	+263 11 742565

	I. Phiri, 
	UKZN, Bag X01, School of Religion + Theology 3209 Scottsville, P.M.B,  S.A.
	phirii@ukzn.ac.za
	Tel: 27 33 260 6132 (w)

       27 33 3462920 (h)

       27 724239134(c)



	Puleng LenkaBula
	UNISA, Dept of Systematics + Ethics
	lenkap@unisa.ac.za 
	+27 124294019 - work

	Charles Klagba
	EHAIA / CETA Lome - TOGO
	ehaia.tc@netcom.tg  
	+7289443454

	Musa Dube
	UB, P Bag 0022, Gaborone,Botswana
	dubemw@mopipi.ub.bw 
	267 355 4115

	Diane Kawira
	St Paul’s United Theological College. PVT Bag LIMURU
	Kawiradiane@yahoo.com 
	+254721235935

	Beatrice Okyere-Manu
	P O Box 1053 Pietermaritzburg 3200
	beamanu@webmail.co.za 
	+270735115118 (Cell)

+270333453733 (Home

	Catherine Mwihia
	ACK Diocese of Nakuru Box 56 Nakuru KENYA
	cmwihia@yahoo.co.za 
	+2547204420 (Home

+254720442041

	Sophia Chirongoma
	University of Kwazulu-Natal Bag X01, School of Religion + Theology 3209 Scottsville, P.M.B,  S.A.
	sochirongoma@yahoo.com 
	+27332605630

+27768895688

	Genevieve L James
	UNISA, Department of Missiology
	jamesgl@unisa.ac.za 
	+27124294616

	Constance Ambasa-Shisanya
	Kenyatta University P O Box 43844 – 00100 NAIROBI
	C_ambasa@yahoo.com 
	259-722-780307

	Bolaji Olukemi Bateye
	Dept of Religious Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ije, Nigeria


	Bolaji66@yahoo.com 
	+2348034084212

	Kunbi Labeodam
	Dept of Religious Studies, University of Ibasan
	kunbial@yahoo.com 
	+2348023264402

	Dorcas Olubanke Akintumde
	Dept of Religious Studies, University of Ibadan
	dolubanke@yahoo.com 
	+234 8066096830

	Lilian Siwila
	University of Kwazulu Natal SROT P/B X01 Pietermaritzburg S.A
	usiwila@yahoo.com 
	+270766136971

	Fulata Moyo
	University of Kwazulu Natal SROT P/B X01 Pietermaritzburg S.A
	fulamoyo@yahoo.com
	

	Eunice Kamaara
	MOI University, P O Box 3900, 30100 EDORET - Kenya
	eunkamaara@yahoo.com 
	+254721656585

	Miranda Pillay
	Dept of Religion & Theology UWC, Bellvile, Cape Town, SA
	mpillay@uwc.ac.za 
	+27 832552578

	Catherine Wambui
	St Paul’s Limuru, Kenya
	ccathewa@yahoo.com 
	+254 721693839

	Gentle Genevieve Lerina James
	UNISA, Dept of Missiology
	lerina@webmail.co.za 

jamessgl@unisa.ac.za 
	+27 12 4294616 (work)

+27 82 4782442 Cell)
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